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; : : President’s Message 


This newsletter 
| reflects the 
highlights of 
- our work on © 
your behalf 
during the first 
year of our new 
mandate. _ 
You'll see that 
+ we chose the 
education of young eee and women 
_as a priority for our first year. Coun- 
| cil member Veronica Dryden and I 
_ addressed the Commission when 
they held hearings in Toronto and 
Council then produced Challenges 
_and Choices, our final report to the 
Royal Commission. A subsequent _ 
meeting with the commissioners 
helped clarify some conflicting 
points they had heard during other 
presentations. 

In February, we met with Cabi- 
net, a first for the Council. We 
regularly meet with Marion Boyd, 
Minister Responsible for Women’ S 
Issues. 

_ Our new mandate calls for a 


higher presence in the various re- 


gions of Ontario. We responded by 


holding meetings in Sudbury and 


‘Windsor which were well covered by 


the media. Meetings are planned for 


other regions. Wherever we visit, we 


also meet informally with women’s 
groups in the community. Many 
activities are also undertaken by 
individual Council members in their 
areas. Members work with the 


- women in their regions in a variety 


of ways and bring forward what 
they’ve heard during our Council 
meetings. They are very interested in 


hearing directly from the women in 
| their area. If you have a subject that 
| you would like to discuss with your 


local member, or an issue that you 
would like her to bring to Council’s 
attention, please contact her. You can 
reach her through Council’s Toronto 
office (416:326-1840 - collect calls 
accepted). 

During our next Council meeting 
in April, we will be planning our 
activities for the new fiscal year. 

Jacqueline Pelletier 


Challenges and Choices 


Report to the Royal Commission on Learning 


ntario’s education system is 
failing girls and women by 


ignoring problems that 
include biased curriculum, inad- 


equate teacher training and increas- 


ing violence in schools, Council 
advised the Royal Commission on 
Learning in a presentation last 
November. 

On behalf of Council, 
Jacqueline Pelletier’s presentation 
outlined four areas: curriculum, 


community schools, teacher train- 
ing, and violence in the schools. 
Subsequently this presentation was 
expanded into a more formal 
document, entitled Challenges and 
Choices for Girls and Young 
Women and includes a new section 
on girls dropping out. 
Curriculum: 


Council believes that curricula 
must be developed that recognize 
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the experiences a girls and young 
women, taking into acéount th 
unique way that girls learn. We 
recommend that girls be offered the 
widest opportunity for future 
education by being encouraged to 
develop fully their potential in 
math and science and that the 
teaching of these be relevant to 
girls’ lives. Other recommendations 
discussed the need for school 
boards to purchase books which 
reflect women’s accomplishments 
and history; the need for girls to 
receive comprehensive sex educ- 
tion and health classes; and that 
women’s studies courses be offered 
at the secondary school level. 


Teacher Training: 


Teachers must reflect the diversity 
of Ontario, and be sensitive to and 
aware of the various cultures that 
comprise Ontario. Our report calls 
for schools boards and faculties of 
education to offer compulsory 
courses that identify, explain and 
encourage discussion on teaching 
for diversity. Teachers and guid- 
ance counsellors must be trained to 
recognize and understand patriar- 
chy and sexism so that students 
receive gender fair-education. 
Council also believes that student 
teachers require more classroom 
experience than the current two 
months they receive. 


Violence: 


We put forward a number of rec- 
ommendations to ensure that 
schools are safe places. In particu- 
lar, we recommended the develop- 
ment of a province-wide code of 
ethics and policy memorandum 
outlining the process schools 
should follow for reporting vio- 
lence incidents to the police and the 
ministry. 

The report also discusses the 

continued overleaf 
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notion of community schools/ 
community education and contains 
a separate section on problems 
faced by young women when they 
try returning to school after drop- 
ping out. 

Meeting with the Royal 

Commission 


In mid-February, Council convened 
a round table meeting with the 
Commissioners, and representa- 
tives from government and wom- 
en’s groups who had made presen- 
tations to the Commission. The 


purpose of the meeting was to offer 
clarification of some issues, sug- 
gestions, advice, and direction to 
the Commissioners, specifically 
from women’s perspective. Some 
ideas discussed included female 
participation in math, school 
curriculum and learning materials, 
teaching practices and girls’ 
different learning styles. Our 
report, Challenges and Choices, 
available at no charge, was 
presented to the Commissioners. 
The Commission must present 

its report to the Ministry of 
Education and Training by 
December 1994. @ 


GOODBYE 


to thee Counel nb : 
January 13/94 marked the end of | 
appointments for Jane Field, : 
Toronto; Kathryn Dominey, 
Kingston; and Sarah may 


Sioux Lookout. | / a. 
All three have chosen. aot to . 


seek reappointment and will 


pursue other interests and chal- 
lenges. The Ontario government 


expects to appoint new members | 


in ae ne 


Community Economic Development 


ecently, Council president 
R Jacqueline Pelletier, and 

vice-presidents Eva Shields 
and Rosalind Cairncross met with 
staff in the Ministry of Economic 
Development and Trade to discuss 
women’s participation in commu- 
nity economic development. It is 
Council’s belief that women must 
recognize that they are an integral 
part of the economy. Women can 
also participate in economic re- 
newal, by accessing the govern- 
ment funds available through 
JobsOntario Community Develop- 
ment. In the article below, the 
notion of community economic 
development is explained. 


The recession has had a severe 
effect on the lives of many 
Ontarians. These tough economic 
times, resulting in layoffs and 
unemployment for working people, 
translate into especially hard times 
for women — and even harder 
times for single mothers, Aborigi- 
nal women, women of colour, 
immigrant women, women with 
disabilities and older women. What 
can we do to create jobs, to foster 
economic renewal? 

While governments have 
significant roles to play, it’s impor- 
tant for people to get involved — in 
their own communities — in 
developing and implementing local 
solutions that benefit the whole 


it’s important 
that all members of 
the community have 
the opportunity 
to participate ... 


community. This is called “commu- 
nity economic development.” 

The government of Ontario 
recently announced an initiative - 
jobsOntario Community Action - 
to support community economic 
development. Between now and 
1996, the government will invest 
$300 million in community action 
initiatives. The program will help 
provide local communities with the 
resources and tools they need to 
undertake economic renewal 
projects, including both community 
development and capital funding 
projects. For example, groups 
might apply for community devel- 
opment money to bring people 
together to set long-term priorities 
and figure out how to act on them. 
Or groups might apply for commu- 
nity funding capital to build or 
renovate a community centre. 

It’s important that all members 
of the community have the oppor- 
tunity to participate, so “communi- 
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ties of common bond” — which 
include women, racial minorities, 
people with disabilities, 
francophones and youth — will 
receive a minimum of ten per cent 
of the funding available. Tradition- 
ally, these groups have not been 
included in the economic renewal 
efforts. 

In addition, the participation of 
these groups is also needed during 
development of overall community 
strategic plans, to ensure that their 
needs and perspectives are reflected 
there. As women, among others, 
participate in this new process, the 
broader community will learn more 
about the diversity of those per- 
spectives and needs. 

Reprinted from Currents, 
Fall 1993, Ontario Women’s 
Directorate. 


For information on any aspect of 
this program, please call the 
regional manager: 


In eastern Ontario 
Juliette LeGal (613) 787-4001 


In southwestern Ontario: 
Bill Allen (519) 767-3151 


In northwestern Ontario: 
Dale Ashbee (807) 475-1518 


In central Ontario: 
Joe Newton (416) 327-0017 


In northeastern Ontario: 
Fred Lalond (705) 267-8473 @ 


ouncil has launched a series 
é of regional meetings to 

consult with women in 
various parts of Ontario. The first 
one in Sudbury, October 1993, 
was attended by Marion Boyd, 
Minister Responsible for Women’s 
issues, Finance Minister Floyd 
Laughren and local MPP Sharon 
Murdock. The Ministers informed 
the 125 women in attendance about 
recent government initiatives aimed 
at addressing the needs of women. 
Issues raised during discussion 
included the need for gender issue 
training for judges, discrimination 
and sexual harassment at INCO, 
better training for police re. laying 
charges and restraining orders, 
core-funding for women’s 
centres and the lack of accessible 
facilities for disabled women 
in Sudbury. 


@ Abortion: Ottawa has 
received the first free-standing 
abortion clinic outside of 

Toronto financed by the province. 
We believe there should be more 
abortion clinics, particularly in 
northern Ontario where abortion 
services are difficult to access. 


@ An Advocacy Commis- 
sion is being established to be 
responsible for the design and 
delivery of advocacy services for 
seniors, and adults who have a 
disability. For further info, call 
416: 314-9018 or toll free: 
1-800-665-9092. 


@ Childcare: The government 
is considering launching universal, 
publically funded, full-day educa- 
tion programs for children between 
the ages of 3 and 5. It is expected 
that legislation will be introduced 
during the spring session which 
commences March 21. 


@ Employment: The federal 


job-creation plan is funded equally 
by federal, provincial and munici- 


Regional Meetings 


In January, some 50 women 
braved the horrific snow/ice storm 
to attend our Windsor meeting. 
The meeting was led by local 
Council member Jo-Anne Johnson 
and attended by several other 
Council members as well as local 
MPP Wayne Lessard. Several 
issues were raised including con- 
cern over job creation programs 
that ignore the female workforce, 
the taxation of child-support pay- 
ments, the lack of childcare deduc- 
tions for stay-at-home mothers, 
problems with women’s apprentice- 
ship programs, and the potential 
bureaucracy in licensing midwives. 
The possibility of addiction 
problems arising from the new 
Windsor casino were also 
mentioned as a significant issue for 
local women. 

The most recent meeting was in 


pal governments. JobsOntario is 
one of the Ontario government’s 
efforts to put people back to work. 
Both programs are worthy, but we 
are concerned that not enough jobs 
are being created for women. 

® Employment Equity 
legislation requires employers to 
hire and promote women, visible - 
minorities, aboriginals and people 
with disabilities. Ontario is the first 
Canadian province with such 
legislation. We recognize that many 
women’s groups were critical of this 
legislation - Council will be keenly 
monitoring its implementation. 


® Midwifery: Ontario is the 
first province to legalize and incor- 
porate midwives into the funded 
health-care system and midwives 
have gained legal status as health 
professionals. The first three mid- 
wife birthing centres will be in 
Toronto, Waterloo and Sudbury. 


@ Nurse Practitioners: 
The government recently an- 
nounced its intention to train and 


Toronto, where women and the 
economy was the focus of a round 
table discussion. Participants 
produced recommendations which 
suggest ways the government can 
support women’s economic devel- 
opment through increased access to 
information and resources, the 
establishment of a basic annual 
income and the adoption of policies 
that would increase women’s 
participation in the work force. 
These will be presented to appro- 
priate ministers at a later date. 
Several participants also shared 
economic success stories which 
included individual accomplish- 
ments and group projects such as a 
game developed by the Women 
Inventors Project. 

Other regional meetings will be 
in Thunder Bay, Atikokan, 
and Ottawa @ 


license nurse practitioners who are 
registered nurses with special 
training. They will work independ- 
ently or as part of a health team. 
The province expects to have a 
newly certified group of these health 
professionals working in a variety 
of health care settings within a 
year. Council supports this initiative. 


@ Sexual Orientation: 
The government pledged to intro- 
duce legislation but so far has only 
promised same sex spousal ben- 
efits. We support the introduction 
of an Omnibus Bill rather than 
changes to individual legislation. 


@ Social Assistance 
Review: In July, the government 
released its document Turning 
Point which outlined the govern- 
ment’s plans to make significant 
changes to social assistance. This is 
still at the discussion stage. Council 
and other women’s groups have 
written to Minister Tony Silipo, 
expressing concern about some of 
the proposed changes. ® 


COOL ING it 


date 


The Council was established at arms- 
length from the government in 1973 
and is in a unique position to ques- 
tion the government’s direction and 
policies. Council’s mandate is to 
advise the government through the 
Minister Responsible for Women’s 
Issues on matters pertaining to the 
achievement of economic, social and 
legal equality for women, to respond 
to requests from the Minister Re- 
sponsible for Women’s issues, to 
hold regional meetings with the 
purpose of gathering the views of 
women on issues of concern in the 
regions; to meet annually in Toronto 
at which time members will have the 
opportunity to meet with the Premier 
and other Cabinet members. There 
are 15* members, including the 
president, all appointed on a part- 
time basis to terms of not more than 
three years. 

*Currently three vacancies 
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Meeting with Cabinet 


or the first time in history, 
* Council members met Cabi 
net members for a one-and-a- 
half-hour meeting on Thursday 
February 17, 1994. This meeting 
was part of Council’s larger 2-day 
business meeting. After President 
Pelletier’s overview, Vice-president 
Eva Shields spoke about prominent 
issues raised by women during our 
consultations. These included the 
need for the government to proceed 
with legislation in the area of social 
assistant reform, childcare and 
sexual orientation. She also men- 
tioned concerns about the delisting 
of medical services from OHIP 


coverage, the elimination of grants 
for university students, collection 
of child support payments and 
tracking defaulting parents. Vice- 
president Rosalind Cairncross 
outlined Council’s priorities over 
the last year. Other members 

gave a series of 2-minute presenta- 
tions on their activities and 
concerns. An open dialogue 
between Council and Cabinet 
touched on a number of issues, 
including women’s apprenticeship 
and training programs, jobsOntario, 
breast cancer and the underfunding 
of women’s studies in colleges and 
universities. ® 


International Year of the Family 


This year (1994) has been designated as International Year of the Family. 
alow) itsw olge)aare) (lave me) gotolccialial(cuaarelile)arslmere bro) el-1e-1e(e] ali amecye] 0) elela are) mcalc) 
family unit as well as recognition of its diversity such as nuclear families, 
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Breast 


appointed as the provincial 

spokesperson for the Ontario 
Breast Screening Program (OBSP). 
The OBSP was set up by the Minis- 
try of Health in 1990 to provide a 
province-wide, comprehensive breast 
cancer screening program. It is 
estimated that in 1993, 2,100 women 


J acqueline Pelletier has been 


Cancer 


in Ontario died from breast cancer. 

Screening at an OBSP centre 
includes an examination of the 
breasts by a nurse-examiner, two- 
view mammography and instruc- 
tion on breast self-examination. To 
be eligible for screening, a woman 
must be an Ontario resident aged 
50 or older with no previous history 
of breast cancer, no surgical en- 
largement of her breasts and no 
mammogram within the last year. 
There is no charge for the service. 
A woman can make her own 
appointment or be referred by her 
physician. Screening results are 
provided in writing to each woman 
and her physician within two weeks 
of her screening visit. 

Centres are located in Hamil- 
ton, Kingston, London, Ottawa, 
Sudbury, Toronto and Windsor. A 
mobile screening van serves North- 
western Ontario from its base in 
Thunder Bay. For information 
about a centre in your region, call: 
1-800-668-9304. @ 
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